Fort Lamar and the
Battle of Secessionvile

A SCDNR Heri+aae Preserve




Fort Lamar Heri+ae Preserve
This South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR)
Cultural Heritage Preserve is 14 acres in size and includes the
remnants of Tower Battery, later renomed Battery Lomoar, o
Confederate earthwork defensive structure From the American
Civil War. + was the site of a battle on June 16, I8G2, where
5,000 meh Pouﬁh’r for control of the 'back door to Charleston.
Historians theorize that the outcome of this battle, later known
as the Battle of secessionvile, named For the community on the

peninsulo, potentially Ien?:rheneal the American Civi War by +wo

years when the Union agiled to take Charleston Iay a method
other than invaolina the harbor.

it woas listed on the National Register of Historic Places as
part of the Secessionvile Historic District in 1979. The site was
acquired in 199G by SCDNR with Ffunds From the Heritage Trust
Land Fund and was dedicated as a Heritage Preserve.
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Visit the SCDNR's Heri’raae Trust website
https://heritagetrustdnrsc.gov/ to learn more about
Fort Lamar and other preserves, view do‘cumen’rar'y

fiims, and download lessons plans and activities.
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North Carolina

Ba++ery

L_amar is

located on

James lsland,

South Carolina.

1+ was nicknamed

the 'back. door to

o/ Charleston' People could
enter behind the harbor to avoid
Forts Sumter and Moultrie.




The story ol Battery Lamar begins on
May 12, 18G2, in Charleston. In the dark
of night, an ehslaved man named Rober+t
Smalls working on a steamship called
'‘The Planter," took control of the boat.

He dressed lke the
captain and sailed
past the Contederate
watchmen to the
Union blockade and +o
freedom




Smalls took. the
Planter +o Por+t Koyal

and told union officers
about the Confederate
troops in Charleston
What Smalls shared
convinced Union
General Hunter that

it was tme to start
moving the Union Ar'my
toward Charleston.







The Union soldiers set up camp. They
slept on the ﬂround, or in tents ik
they were lucky. Many used their
haversacks - bags used to carried

food - as pilows. The weather was
very rainy, ond the soldiers were often
wet and hungry.




These are a few +ypes ofF tents that
were commoh olurina the
American Civil War.

Dog Tent - Two soldiers buttoned together
their half tents to make a shelter hung
on a string that was tied on two sticks.

_ Sometimes they used their guns with

B, bayonets as sticks. This was a common tent

| since it was easy to carry and set up.

Siloley or Bell Tent - This tent type was

less comon but was used more at the

start of the war. A singe pole was set up

with a cloth over it like a "tipi" This tent
housed 12 men or more.

Weclﬁe or A-Frame Tent - This
tent +ype was common in comps
but not common in the Held. Heavy
poles held up the Fabric which
made an A, or wedge, shape. Up to
six men could sleep in this tent.




For over two weeks, the Union Army
camped on James Island where the
rain sooked their tents and created
lots ofF mud They skirmished, or had
smoall Piathcs, with the Confederate

soldiers. They tried to find out where

Conktederate soldiers were comped and
how many soldiers were there.
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The Contederates picked
o the smallest part ok the
ARXEX Secessionville Peninsu\a fFor
XX the baH'er‘y, because the
XXX Union soldiers could not aeJr
}E }I{ }X{ to the Contederate camps
\ W N behind it. Marsh land on both
AA X sides made it very hard to

’E }I{ }I{ sheak. around. The Ioa++ery

was also cadlled 'Tower
m m }VA Battery' For the tal
A\
(”

observation tower built inside.
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The soldiers all wore uniforms. The
Confederates wore gray, and the Union
wore dark blue. Both sides gove the men
jackets, pants, and shoes. Some of these

uni-orms even had special buttons like these,
which were worn by men who Pouﬂth ot

The left is a South Carolina button, and the
right is a 79th New York Hialn\ander button
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The men carried their food in wa+er‘Pr‘ooP
bags caled haversacks. They kept
personal items in knapsacks, which held
things like extra clothes, photos, paper and

ink, letters, playing cards, and books.
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One of the most common foods that
the men in the Union Army ote was
hardtock, a baked cracker made by
mixing water with four. Confederate
soldiers had Johhny Cokes, which were
made with cornmeal and water. Both
sides had rations of coffee, beans, and
occasionally veaeJraIales or meat such as
salted pork that the men
caled "salt-horse
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At 3 am. on June i@, 1I8G2, the
Contederate soldiers stopped Iauilclin@
the battery For the night and went to
sleep in the unhinished Tower Battery.

They trusted that their lookout
'pickets" would wake them up il they
' sensed trouble.




Across the island, Union™
General Berham ordered
e arﬂ'\’y to march toward &
Tower Battery in fwo
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. the rest of
Stevens’ men
ottacked From
the front




The Union soldiers ottacked using
Iaayone’rs ike this one, which were
sharp, knite-ike pieces attached to
the end ofF a gun. Now awoke, the
Confederate soldiers Pouath back.

and Fired their artilery ot the rest of

General Stevens' men running toward

the battery. Many men died in Tower
Battery and on the Held
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Meanwhile, General Wright's men tried
to Hank, or aeJr behind Tower Ba++er'y
In the dark, +Iney marched right into the

marsh plu«cqc mud' anc? got
stuck. knee deep.







General Benhom readlized that he had
lost too many men aond called for the
Union soldiers to retreat They anrhered
their hurt friends and begon moving
back from Tower BaHer‘y into the

saPeer of the bushes that lined the Held.




The Confederates won the battle
aond kept the Union From toking over
Charleston - at least for the day.

As the men on both sides of the inaInJr

remembered the battle, they readlized

how scary it had been and how lucky
they were to be dlive.




Alter the battle, two brothers redlized
that they were on dif-ferent sides of the
same Piath that day. Alexander Campbel\ oh
the Union side, and Jomes Campbell on the

Confederate side.

Both survived and sent each other letters
under a white ﬂaa ofter the Piﬂhﬂna
stopped Many brothers Pouath on
diffFerent sides cluring the war.



General Benham was told not to attack
Tower Battery. He did it anywag/ and
said it was a "reconnaissance in +orce,

which means he was +r'yina to aeJr
infFormation about the battery by testing
its 6+r‘eng+h with a battle, not +r'yina to
toke it over. No one believed him, and he
was later arrested.




The Tower Battery was later renomed
Battery Lomar, aond eventually Fort
Lamar, atter Colonel Thomas Lamar,

who took charge of the Confederate

soldiers during the battle. He fired the
bi@ guns aond Eou@th oh eveh after he

was hurt Men even said he seemed to be
everywher'e ot oncel
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—fhe American CvilmWar "Ater dthe
VeI, it becamerarmland, and eventdally o
road was cut through the middle of the
Fort Toclay, this land is protected by the
South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources Heritoge Trust Progrom aond

Is open For the Public to visit.
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Iear'neol more. obout the hlc;Jror'y
Fort Lamar. *H'—\rouﬂh excavah"“’ G

Lamar has beehn heavﬂy |mpac+ed by
"~ 'both erbsion *anc?r' loo’nna.
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hidden pieée o«C our past. *Tﬁ'é h|6+or
IG no+ alwayé‘“easy to! talk a%?’r al'w‘ s

. never simple.iln the end what maH‘ers

k = rememlaer'ln@ the Peop\e wh@ %%E'
exPer'ler\ceol someJrhln@ Img here and 7R
the lessons Ieézrned f—rom +ha+ event.

p_ *ag
r&

g T 4 ; WR
: \ 3 = A 3 A ok ¢ o
- 4 2 & ‘ﬁ_- 5 o ﬂ;p’_)""
24 ',0_5* 2 A . b e
Jie 5 £ » _" 2 B o8
L' Y * P -
oy ' ¢ RT



Almost 5,000 meh Parﬁcipa’red in the
Battle of Secessionvile. The graphic
the battle.

below shows that 887 men were hurt
kiled or went missing on each side ofF

CECCCCECCECCECCCECCEECCCETEECEER

CECECCCCCCECCCECECCCECCECCCETEEL

CECECCCECCECCECCECCECCECCCETEECEEL

CECCCECCECCCCECECCCCCEEECEEE

CEECCCCECCECCCECCCTERECTECEEEE

CECCCECCCCCECCECCCCCECCCEREEEE

CEECECCCCCCCCCCCECCCECEEEEE

CECCECCECCECECECCCTECECECCETEE

CEECECCCCCCCCCECCECCCCCEECEEEEL

CECECCECCCCCCCCECECCECCEEECEEEE
CECECCCCCECCCCCCEECECECECECEEEE
CECECCCCCCCCCEEECECCCECCEEEEE
CEECCECCECCCCCCCCCECCCRCCEEEEE
CEECCECCCCCCCCECECECECCCETEEE
CECCECECCCCCCCCCECCTCREEEETEEE
CEECCCECCECCECCCECTECETCCETEEE
CECECECCECCCCCCECCCCCCEEEEEEE
CECECCCCCCCCCECECCECCCEEEEEEEE
CEECCCCCCCCCCECCECECCCEEEEEEEE
CECCCCCECCECCCEECCCCECCEEEEEE
CECCCCCCCCECCCCECCECECECEECEECEE
CECCECCCCCCCCCECCCCCCECECEECEEEE
CEECCECCCCECCCCECCCECECEECECEEEE
CEECCCCCCCECCCCCCCCECEECEEEE
CECECCCCCECECCECCECCCCECEEEEEE
CECECCCCCCCECCECECCECCCEEEEEEEE
CECECCCCCCCCCECCECCCCCEEEEEEE
CECEECCCCCCCCECECCCCEEEEEEEEE
CECCCCCCCCCCCCCECECEECECEEEE
CEECCCCECCCCCCCCECECRCECCECEEEEEE
CECCECCCCECCECCCCCECECECEECEEEE
CEECECCECCECCCCECCCCCRECCCREEEEE

Union
Casual’ry

é Confederate &
Casual’ry

158



C’;\ossary

American Civii War - The war between

the Union and the Con«ceder‘acy over
state's riah+9, includinﬁ the Poli+ica| and
economic impacts of enslavement and
the existence of the practice.
Ar+iller\/ Ba++ery - A special unit, or

group, of soldiers in an army that work
together to fire artilery (Iaia guns) like
cannohs and mortars.

Bayonet - A krifelke piece that
ottaches to the end of a musket

or rifle that can be used to stab

the enemy.

Canister - A type of shot that was fled
with tiny pieces of metal and loaded into
a cannon. When shot, the metal pieces
would scatter to injure the enemy.
Conﬁederacy - The states that split

From the Union durinﬂ the American Civil
War, Piahﬁna For the state's rights to
keep enslavement.

Earthwork - A type of structure

made out of earth or dirt. During

the American Civi War, earthworks
could be Forts or batteries like
BaHery Lamar-.

Enslavement - The keeping of a person

agoinst their wil and Por'cin.a them to
work without pay. In the United States
this meant the enslaved were viewed as
property and not people who had rights
and deserved freedom

Excavation - The systematic scientific

diﬁﬂiﬂﬂ of a cultural (ar‘chaeo\oaica\) site.

Flank. - To move around the side and
attack the enemy.

Hardtack - A baked cracker made of
water mixed with Hour and sometimes
salt. It was known for being very hard
and solid, dmost lke a rock.

Haversack - A waterproof bag where
soldiers often kept their food

Johnny Cakes - A baked cracker
much like hardtack that consisted of
cornmeal and water.

I_oo+ing - Theft of cultural resources.
Pickets - Soldiers who were used as
look.outs 3uarclinﬁ the main group of
soldiers. Their job was to spot the
enemy ik they come close and warn the
rest of their men.

PlufEE Mud - A dark brown mud made
of fine silt that is thick and easy to
get stuck in it is Found in salt water
marshes and has a distinctive smell.
Reconndissance in force - An attack

using a lot of men to see how 9+r'or\3
the enemy is and where they are. It

is used to find out infFormation not to
take over a position

Salt-Horse - Chunks of salted pork that
were given out as rations to soldiers
olurinﬂ the Civil War-.

Skirmish - A small «Cithr.

Union - The states that stayed part of
the United States durina the American
Civil Warr, Fighting against the states
rights to secede and later against

enslavement.
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A Note on Accuracy and Detail

The history sur'r'ounalina the Battle of secessionvile is a
complicated one, incluolinﬁ the history of enslavement in the
United States. The land surrounalinﬁ the battery would have
been a site of enslavement on James Island. This issue is
explored further in the book Fort Frederick: A SCDNR
Heritage Preserve and the World I+ Changed, while For+t
Lomar Focuses on the battle and doily ife of soldiers on
both sides of the confict

The battle was far more complex than the simplitied
version in this book, with more than 25 regiments
Parﬁcipa’ril’la and Union aunboaJrs Pir'ina at BaH'ery L_amar
from the Stono River. The +ellina here is simpliﬁed for a
young audience, but more detail can be Found in Patrick

Brennan’'s book ‘Secessionvile: Assault on Charleston. -
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Name: Captain
Bir+hday: June 16, 1962
Species: Fiddler Crab
(tca pu_qﬁax)

Home: Fort Lamar
Heri’rage Preserve,
Charleston Couner,
South Carolina
Hobbies: Living history, conserving metal,
ﬂuidina tours, and sharing history aond
culture

Your Visit to Fort Lamar
Date: Time:
Who are you with?

What is the weather like?

What plants and animals do you see?

What did you learn? How do you fFeel?
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